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Abstract: Relieving the adverse effects of automobiles on the environment and natural resources
has drawn the attention of numerous researchers. This paper seeks a new path to reach a target by
focusing on the synergy of the vehicle and the environment. A real-time economical route planning
method for a plug-in hybrid electric vehicle (PHEV) is proposed. Three main contributions have
been made. Firstly, a real comparison test is performed to provide rudimentary understanding
of the difference in energy usage and route planning between PHEVs and conventional vehicles.
Secondly, an approach to obtain PHEV customized data is developed for road weight calculation,
which is the essential step in route planning. This method incorporates traffic data from conventional
vehicles with the PHEV simulation model, obtaining the required data. Thirdly, the travel expense
estimation model (TEEM) is designed. The TEEM could be applied to calculate the road weight of
each road segment considering the impact on energy consumption with respect to environmental
factors, providing the grounds for route planning. The proposed method to plan an economical route
is evaluated, and the results justify its validation and ability to improve fuel economy.

Keywords: route planning; plug-in hybrid electric vehicle; travel expense estimation model;
road weight calculation

1. Introduction

Resulting from the explosive and unsustainable development of society, the ecological
environment has been polluted severely. Among the pollution sources, automobiles contribute
greatly [1–5]. In recent years, people have begun to develop new technologies to reduce the adverse
effect of automobiles on the environment. Currently, energy-saving and eco-friendly technologies
have made significant progress. The proposed methods can improve vehicle fuel economy or exhaust
emissions from various aspects, i.e., the vehicle itself, vehicle-environment synergy, etc.

1.1. Literature Review

1.1.1. Technologies Related to the Vehicle Itself

To realize green travel, great efforts have been made in mining the potential of the vehicle itself;
for example, improved engine combustion technologies [6–8], light weight vehicle technologies [9–11],
alternative fuel technologies [12–14] and hybrid powertrains [15–17]. Among the mentioned
technologies, hybrid vehicles are seen as one of the reasonable solutions to reduce fuel consumption and
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exhaust emissions without sacrificing drivability [15–20]. Hybrid vehicles can improve fuel economy
by taking advantage of multiple power sources and optimal energy management strategies [21–24].
Amongst hybrid vehicles, plug-in hybrid electric vehicles (PHEVs) have better performance due to
being equipped with large capacity batteries and advanced engines [25–29] and, therefore, receiving
much attention from researchers.

1.1.2. Vehicle-Environment Synergy Technologies

Thanks to the development of the intelligent transport system (ITS), ubiquitous calculation
methods and data mining technologies [30–35], some novel solutions to improve vehicle fuel economy
and exhaust emissions have appeared. These novel technologies try to solve the problem from the
perspective of vehicle and environment synergy [36–38]. In these solutions, route planning is one
of the effective methods [39–45]. Route planning is essentially the shortest path problem in graph
theory [46]. It is generally acknowledged that the route planning system can be made up of by
following sub-modules: digital map, traffic data collection, road weight calculation and route selection.
A brief framework of the route planning system is shown in Figure 1, and much research has been
performed [47–50].

Digital Map Database

TrafficData 

Collection

Route Weight 

Calculation

Route Segment Selection

Figure 1. Framework of the route planning system.

The digital map sub-module is mainly in charge of converting the real road network into a digital
form, which can be processed by a computer. One of the most preferred tools to generate the digital
map is currently MapInfo [51]. The traffic data collection sub-module provides real-time and historical
traffic data for route weight calculation. In this sub-module, the collected traffic data include vehicle
speed, vehicle geographic data, vehicle fuel consumption, etc. Some mature approaches to collect
traffic data have been proposed, i.e., the coil method [52], the video method [53] and the floating car
method [54]. Compared with other methods, the floating car method can provide a large number of
high quality data while requiring less investment [55]. The route weight calculation sub-module is
responsible for calculating the route weight of each route segment. The route weight can be travel time,
travel expense, travel fuel consumption, etc. [56]. In the route selection sub-module, some advanced
methods, i.e., Dijkstra [57] and A* [58], are applied to identify the shortest route. The Dijkstra algorithm
is an efficient method, which can provide the optimal selection result by searching each possible route
in the road network. However, the burdensome calculation prevents its real-time application. A* is an
algorithm with a fast calculation speed, but it cannot provide the optimal selection result. To guarantee
the optimal selection result with real-time application ability, some improvements have been made
to the Dijkstra algorithm. The improvements reduce the calculation time by optimizing the storage
format of a real road network [59] or by directional result searching [60].

1.2. Motivation and Contribution

According to this study, finding a method to plan an efficient travel route for PHEVs seems
meaningful and necessary. When referring to route planning for PHEVs, some challenges are
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still conspicuous. Ownership of PHEVs is quite low, resulting in the scale of directly-acquired
PHEV-specific traffic data being too small to be advantageous in route planning. The energy utilization
of PHEVs requires all fuel and electricity consumption to be taken into account. Current portable
data collection tools, however, cannot directly and easily log electricity consumption. Moreover, route
weight calculation in route planning asks for greater effort. The route weight model that can reveal
vehicle performance considering the influence from environment factors may be more meaningful and
accurate. The environmental factors can be traffic lights, crossroads, public buildings, surrounding
vehicles, etc.

Therefore, according to the discussion, this paper proposes a new real-time method to plan an
economical route for PHEVs. Three main contributions have been made in this paper. Firstly, a real
comparison test is performed between a PHEV and a conventional gasoline vehicle. The aim of the test
is to provide inspiration with regards to the difference in energy usage and route planning between
PHEVs and conventional vehicles and to justify the necessity of economical route planning for PHEVs.
Secondly, an approach to obtain PHEV customized data is developed. The approach incorporates
traffic data of conventional vehicles with the PHEV simulation model. In the PHEV simulation model,
a rational energy management strategy is considered to offer performance data for both fuel and
electricity. Thirdly, the travel expense estimation model (TEEM) is built to calculate the route weight.
The built TEEM can reflect the PHEV energy economy in each route segment considering the impact
from the perspective of the environmental factors.

1.3. Outline of the Paper

The reminder of this paper is organized as follows: The real comparison test between a PHEV
and a gasoline vehicle is described in Section 2. The real-time economical route planning method for
the PHEV is designed in Section 3. The approaches to obtain PHEV customized data and to build
the TEEM are specified. Capability analysis of the proposed route planning method is carried out in
Section 4, and the conclusions are given in Section 5.

2. Comparison Test between PHEVs and Conventional Vehicles

Compared with conventional vehicles, PHEVs can be driven by two or more different power
sources, resulting in various forms of energy utilization. Therefore, it is recommended that there be
some preliminary knowledge about PHEVs in regards to energy usage and route planning.

To realize the difference of energy utilization between PHEVs and conventional vehicles intuitively,
a real comparison test is performed. The PHEV and gasoline vehicle in the real test are shown in
Figure 2. These two vehicles have the same weight with the aid of clump weights, and the engine
power is quite close. To accomplish the test, two vehicles are driven by the same driver along two routes
(the fastest and shortest route provided by Google Map) at the same time on two different days to ensure
the approximate traffic status. The two selected routes are shown in Figure 3, where S means the starting
point and D the destination.

While the vehicle is traveling, fuel consumption and electricity consumption (PHEV only) are
logged by the OBD (On Board Diagnostics) tool and the power analyzer, respectively, which are shown
in Figure 4. According to the data collected in the real test, the energy consumption (fuel and electricity)
and travel expense of the two vehicles can be obtained, which is listed in Tables 1 and 2.
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Figure 2. The testing vehicle: PHEV vehicle (left) and gasoline vehicle (right).

S

D
Shortest Route

Fastest Route

Figure 3. Travel routes in the comparison study. S: start; D: destination.

Figure 4. Energy consumption data logging tools: OBD tool (left) and power analyzer (right).
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Table 1. Energy consumption of the PHEV.

Initial Battery
SOC Route Fuel

Consumption/L
Electricity

Consumption/kWh Travel Expense/Yuan

0.3 Fastest Route (8.9 km) 0.32 0.20 2.44
Shortest Route (7.7 km) 0.37 0.13 2.64

0.8 Fastest Route (8.9 km) 0 0.76 1.36
Shortest Route (7.7 km) 0 0.67 1.20

Table 2. Energy consumption of the gasoline vehicle.

Route Fuel Consumption/L Travel Expense/Yuan

Fastest Route (8.9 km) 0.7697 5.03
Shortest Route (7.7 km) 0.6514 4.26

In Tables 1 and 2, Yuan is the monetary unit of China, and fuel price is that for the testing day.
Apparently, the PHEV would have less cost than the gasoline vehicle. When the initial battery SOC
is 0.3, for the PHEV, the fuel consumption would be less, and the electricity consumption would be
greater in the fastest route than in the shortest route. In this case, traveling the fastest route results in
less travel expense and better fuel economy. For the gasoline vehicle, however, the shortest route is
recommended. When the initial battery SOC is 0.8, on the contrary, the shortest route is favored for the
PHEV, which is the same case as for the gasoline vehicle. Under this case, the engine of the PHEV did
not operate for the whole trip, and the travel expense was only determined by electricity consumption.

According to the travel expense comparison between the PHEV and gasoline vehicle, some points
can be summarized:

1. The difference in energy consumption and travel expense in the two routs reveals that the
environment can be a critical element that affects energy consumption, which is considered as the
essence of route planning to a certain degree.

2. PHEVs hold great potential in fuel economy improvement. With route planning, the potential of
PHEVs in travel expense and fuel economy improvement can be fully extended.

3. PHEVs can be driven by two power sources. When estimating travel expense or total energy
consumption, the energy output of the two power sources should be considered simultaneously.
Therefore, the energy management strategy should be known beforehand to make the estimation.

4. Different forms pf energy utilization in PHEVs and conventional vehicles lead to the route
planning being specially designed for PHEVs.

Energy management strategies in PHEVs govern the energy distribution between engines and
batteries. Current energy management strategies applied in PHEVs can be divided into three
types: heuristic methods [61–63], instantaneous control methods [64–66] and global optimization
methods [67–69]. Global optimization methods require a priori knowledge about the driving cycle,
which cannot be applied in real time. Heuristic methods can be applied in real time easily, while they
are lacking the optimal control effect. Instantaneous control methods can be applied in real time and
possess reasonable performance, which are gradually being accepted by engineering practice [70].
Some instantaneous control methods have been proven that can offer the optimal energy management
effect close to global optimization methods [71]. As the route planning is more of a real-time process,
instantaneous control methods are suggested when developing the route planning method for PHEV.

Based on the real test, we realize the potential of PHEVs in travel expense saving and fuel economy
improvement, understand the difference in route planning between PHEVs and conventional vehicles
and comprehend the influence on route planning from the forms of energy utilization of PHEVs. In the
next step, we will focus on the route planning method for PHEVs accordingly.
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3. Real-Time Economical Route Planning for PHEVs

Generally, the route planning process can be described as follows: firstly, collecting traffic data
(historical and instantaneous) for route weight calculation; secondly, calculating the route weight of
each route segment based on the digital map and the traffic data collected; finally, picking the optimal
route via a certain algorithm.

Owing to the special features of PHEVs, traffic data collection and route weight calculation are
the main innovations in the proposed method, which will be discussed in detail. The digital map is
formed by MapInfo (Pitney Bowes, Stamford, CT, USA) [51], and the details of digital map generation
can be seen in [72]. The economical route is picked by the Dijkstra algorithm. To guarantee real-time
application, some improvements should be made to the Dijkstra algorithm. To begin with, the road
network storage format is changed into an adjacency list from the adjacency matrix, the details of which
are in [59]. As a result, the computational complexity is reduced to Ω(n + m) from Ω(n2). Then, the
search area of the candidate routes is narrowed by the rectangle limit method [60]. The rectangle limit
method accomplishes the search for the directional candidate, reducing the burden of the calculation.
Finally, the shortest route and the fastest route are a priori chosen first, and then, the economical route
for the PHEV is determined between the shortest route and the fastest route. The shortest route and the
fastest route can be obtained with few calculations due to the easily calculated route weight without
considering the energy consumption of fuel and electricity. In addition, energy consumption is highly
related to the route length and travel time [73]. A shorter travel length requires less tractive energy, and
faster travel may not result in greater acceleration resistance, which is a benefit to fuel savings. Besides,
the operation of the PHEV can be divided into two stages according to the state of the battery. In
particular, it would be in the CDstage if the battery SOC were greater than 0.28 and in the CSstage if the
battery SOC were less than 0.28. In the CD stage, the battery would be the primary source to drive the
vehicle, and the engine only outputs energy for the large tractive power requirement. In the CS stage,
the battery discharge ability is abated significantly, and the engine would drive the vehicle for most of
the time. The combination of the CD and CS stages realizes the optimal fuel economy and the ideal
travel mileage. Besides, the TEEM takes the different operation stages into account when planning the
economical route, making sure the fuel economy can be optimal in both the CD and CS stages. Hence,
the vehicle does not need take a detour elsewhere to charge, instead of following the optimal route,
when the battery SOC is low. A detour would most likely occur in purely electric vehicles.

3.1. PHEV Customized Traffic Data Collection

As is described, the floating car method is chosen as an ideal method to collect traffic data.
The floating car-based method for route planning is the statistical calculation using the shared data
from all volunteering vehicles on route segments rather than a certain floating car. Therefore, the
economical route is picked according to the general situation of the route segments, avoiding route
segments with heavy traffic due to the same decision of different cars. The floating car method can be
divided into the following steps, which are illustrated in Figure 5.

According to Figure 5, OBD scanners and GPS units are applied to collect the traffic data of
volunteering vehicles. Traffic data include real-time geographic coordinates, speed, time stamp,
fuel consumption, etc. The gathered traffic data are transferred to the information processing terminal
in the cloud. User terminals (mobile phones, etc.) would plan the route taking into consideration
the requirements of the drivers. To solve the shortage of original PHEV customized traffic data, we
incorporate the simulation technology with the traffic data that belong to conventional vehicles. In this
solution, velocity sequences parsed from conventional floating car data are input into the simplified
PHEV model first. Then, PHEV customized traffic data that include the performance with respect to
fuel and electricity can be acquired. This method can make sense of the vehicle speed distribution
in real roads, which tends to be same for PHEVs and conventional vehicles. In the built model, the
energy management strategy is included to provide the data of the fuel and electricity.
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Figure 5. Process of traffic data collection. ITS; intelligent transport system.

3.1.1. PHEV Powertrain Model

A simplified vehicle model is built, which aims to reflect the longitudinal performance of the
PHEV in real time. In this paper, the parallel PHEV is taken as an example.

Vehicle Longitudinal Dynamic Model

The driving requirements are provided by the driver. The required tractive force necessary to
drive vehicle can be expressed as:

F (t) = G f cos α + G sin α +
1
2

CD Av(t)2 (1)

where G, α and f are gravity, gradient and the rolling resistance factor, respectively; Cd, A and v are
the aerodynamic drag factor, frontal area and vehicle speed, respectively. The required tractive torque
Twheel at the wheel can be calculated as:

Twheel (t) = rwheel F (t) + ΘV
a (t)
rwheel

(2)

where rwheel is wheel radius, a is acceleration and ΘV is the moment of inertial. At the wheel, the
torque balance equation can be written as:

Twheel (t) = Tf uel_path (t) + Tele_path (t) (3)

where Tf uel_path is torque generated from the fuel and Tele_path is the torque produced from
the electricity.

Fuel Model

In the fuel model, the basic relationships can be expressed as:

Teng(t)Rgb(n(t))R f gηt f = Tf uel_path(t) (4)

ωeng(t) = ωwheel(t)Rgb(n(t))R f g (5)
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where Teng is engine torque; ωeng and ωwheel are the engine and wheel angular velocity, respectively;
Rgb and R f g are the gear and final drive ratio, respectively; n is the gear number; ηt f is the transmission
efficiency of the fuel.

Electricity Model

The relationship applied in the electricity model can be expressed as:

Tmot(t)Rgb(n(t))R f gηte = Tele_path(t) (6)

wmot(t) = wwheel(t)Rgb(n(t))R f g (7)

where Tmot is the motor torque, wmot is the motor angular velocity and ηte is the transmission efficiency
of the electricity.

For the battery, the relationship used for evaluating the battery current Ibatt and battery SOC is
included in the following equation:

Pbatt(t) = Ibatt(t)Vbatt(SOC(t), Pbatt(t))− Ibatt(t)2Rbatt(SOC(t)) (8)

where Vbatt is the battery open circuit voltage, Rbatt is the battery internal resistance and Pbatt is the
battery power. The battery SOC can be expressed as:

Qmax
dSOC(t)

dt
= −Ibatt(t) (9)

where Qmax is the maximum capacity.

3.1.2. Energy Management Strategy

In this paper, the optimization goal of energy management is fuel economy. The cost function of
the optimization problem can be written as:

Je(t + ∆t) = Je(t) + ṁ f (t + ∆t)ed f
∆t + sPbatt(t)∆t (10)

where ṁ f is the fuel mass flow rate, ed f
is the energy density of the fuel, t is discrete time, ∆t is the

time interval, Je is the energy consumed by the vehicle and s is the equivalent factor. In Equation (10),
ṁ f can be calculated as:

ṁ f (t) =
Peng(t)

ηeng(t)Qlhv
(11)

where Qlhv is the fuel’s lower heating value, Peng is the required engine power and ηeng is the engine
efficiency at that moment. Peng can be written as:

Peng(t) = uPreq(t) (12)

where Preq is the required instantaneous longitudinal tractive energy and u is the power split ratio
between the engine and battery. The control function for minimizing their instantaneous equivalent
fuel consumption can be written as:

u∗ = argmin
(

Peng(t)
ηeng(t)Qlhv

ed f
∆t + sPbatt(t)∆t

)
(13)

where u∗ is the optimal power split ratio.
Generally, the equivalent factor comprises various parameters influenced by many factors, i.e.,

future driving conditions, components’ status, etc. For energy management, positive battery power
(discharge) means some electric energy should be replenished in the future by the engine or the grid,
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causing an extra equivalent factor for fuel to be added; negative battery power (charge) signifies that
some electric energy can be saved for future consumption, saving some equivalent fuel. Hence, the
current policy for the power distribution may result in some extra energy consumption. How much
equivalent fuel would be required to replenish electric energy or how much can be saved depends
on the operation status of the components affected by future driving conditions. As a result, the
equivalent factor should be tuned accordingly. In this paper, the equivalent factor is adjusted by the
method in our former work in [74]. After collecting enough PEHV customized traffic data, the route
weight of each route segment can be calculated.

3.2. TEEM Building

TEEM is applied to calculate the route weight of each route segment. In this paper, the route
weight is the estimated travel expense (ETE). Actually, TEEM includes three steps: firstly, calculating
the required instantaneous longitudinal tractive energy; secondly, determining the required energy
from the fuel and electricity by the energy management strategy; thirdly, consequently obtaining ETE.
The three steps are illustrated in Figure 6.

]

)

Step 2

Step 3

Microcosmic traffic 

flow theory

Environment factors

Step 1

Figure 6. Illustration of the three steps.
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Step 1: Required Instantaneous Longitudinal Tractive Energy Calculation

The required instantaneous longitudinal tractive energy can be calculated by Equation (14).
In Equation (14), ζ is the correction coefficient of rotating mass, and a is acceleration.

Preq(t) = (G f cosα +
1
2

CD Av(t)2 + Gsinα + ζma(t))v(t) (14)

Equation (14) is a generally accepted method to calculate the required instantaneous longitudinal
tractive energy. However, some improvements can be made in this paper. Two reasons are provided
for the improvement. On the one hand, the vehicle speed in Equation (14) is provided by the floating
car method. However, the floating car method only offers the average speed of the route segment.
As a result, Equation (14) actually reflects the average energy consumption level of a certain route
segment. Hence, positive instantaneous speed benefits accurate calculation. On the other hand,
ζma(t) in Equation (14) is the acceleration resistance. As a matter of fact, acceleration resistance is
influenced by environmental factors. The impact from environmental factors can be further explained
by the following example. When drivers are driving vehicles passing by a school, they may actively
decelerate for safety reasons and then accelerate. Frequently, acceleration and deceleration are
affected by environmental factors, which cause the variation of acceleration resistance and extra
energy consumption. Therefore, it may provide more precise and rational acceleration resistance if
acceleration calculation considers the impact if environmental factors.

According to the analysis, a revised method is applied to calculate velocity and acceleration,
making Preq more reasonable. It is requested that the impact of surrounding vehicles on the fuel
economy be considered. Microscopic traffic flow theory models, i.e., Gazis, Edie and Newell, seem to
be appropriate for their advantages in describing the relationship between individual vehicles and
surrounding vehicles [75]. The Edie model, as a kind of microscopic model, has been widely accepted
and is easily applied in real time [76]. The Edie model can be expressed as:

mẍn+1(t + 1) = λẋn+1(t)[
ẋn(t)− ẋn+1(t)

(xn(t)− xn+1(t))2 ](t − ∆) (15)

where λ is the sensitivity coefficient, M is vehicle mass and ∆ is the lag time of the driver-car system.
In addition, x represents the vehicle position. Solving Equation (15), we can get:

v(t) = v f exp(−
ρjam

ρ(t)
) (16)

where v f is unimpeded velocity, ρjam is jam density and ρ is the real-time density of traffic flow.
In Equation (16), v f is a constant value determined by the route conditions, which can be acquired
from the digital map. The density of traffic flow can be calculated by the following equation:

ρ(t) =
q(t)
vel_i

(17)

where q is the flow of a certain route segment and vel_i is the average speed of the vehicle on a certain
route segment, which can be calculated as follows:

vel_i =
∑n

i=1 vi

n
(18)

where vi and n are the instantaneous speed of a floating car and the number of floating cars sitting on
a certain route segment, respectively. The flow can be expressed as follows:

q(t) =
1

h(t)
(19)
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where h is the average headway, which is the time lag for which identical components in adjacent
vehicles pass the same point. Therefore, Equation (16) can be rewritten as:

v(t) = v f exp(−ρjamh(t)vel_i) (20)

Then, by the formula of Tailor, Equation (20) is changed into the following equation, which is the
third order expansion with reasonable calculation accuracy and computation [77]:

v(t) = v f (1 − ρjamh(t)vel_i +
(ρjamh(t)vel_i)

2

2!
−

(ρjamh(t)vel_i)
3

3!
) (21)

Therefore, instantaneous acceleration can be acquired by taking derivative of Equation (21), which
is shown in Equation (22).

a(t) = v f (−ρjamh(t)ael_i + ρjamh(t)vel_iael_i −
1
2
(ρjamh(t)vel_i)

2ael_i) (22)

where ael_i is the average acceleration of a certain route segment, which can be calculated be the
following equation:

ael_i =
vel_i − vel_j

∆ts
(23)

where vel_i, vel_j is the average speed of a certain route segment and the previously adjacent route
segment, respectively; ∆ts is time of travel from the midpoint of the previously adjacent route segment
to the current one, which can be calculated as:

∆ts =
drds_i
2vel_i

+
drds_j

2vel_j
(24)

where drds_i, drds_j is the length of two route segments, respectively.
In Equation (21), ρjam and h are variables influenced by environment factors from both sides of

the route, such as traffic lights, neighboring route segments, public buildings, i.e., schools, hospitals,
gas stations, etc., entertainment buildings, i.e., shopping malls and theaters, surrounding vehicles, etc.
Hence, ρjamh can be replaced by the following equation:

ρjamh(t) = k1 A2 + k2 AB + k3B2 (25){
A = Edge.ts + Edge.n

B = Edge.pub + Edge.ent
(26)

where Edge.ts, Edge.n, Edge.pub and Edge.ent are the number of traffic lights, neighboring route
segments, public buildings and entertainment buildings in a certain route segment, respectively.

Together with Equations (23)–(26), the required instantaneous longitudinal tractive energy can
be acquired by taking Equations (21) and (22) into Equation (14). To allow TEEM to become a
general mode and be applied in real time, constant parameters k1, k2, k3 should be derived. In the
parameter derivation, historical PHEV customized traffic data are obtained by the method in Section 3.1;
Edge.ts, Edge.n, Edge.pub and Edge.ent can be extracted from the OpenStreetMap (OpenStreetMap
Foundation, Sutton Coldfield, UK) (OSM) platform [78]. These data are employed to derive k1, k2, k3

by the linear regression method [79].

Step 2: Energy Distribution

To estimate the travel expense of PHEV, the energy consumptions of fuel and electricity should be
considered together. After obtaining the required instantaneous longitudinal tractive energy in Step 1,
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the required instantaneous energy provided by fuel and electricity can be determined by the energy
management strategy. ECMSis adopted again to acquire the optimal energy distribution.

Step 3: ETE Acquisition

In general, ETE is the integration of the instantaneous travel expense (ITE) in each route segment.
The ITE can be calculated as:

ITE = U f
ṁ f (t)

ρ f
+ Ue

Pbatt(t)
3600

(27)

where U f and Ue are the price unit of fuel (gasoline) and electricity, respectively; ρ f is the fuel density.
According to Equation (11), the ITE function can be rewritten as:

ITE = U f
Peng(t)

ηeng(t)Qlhvρ f
+ Ue

Pbatt(t)
3600

(28)

In Equation (28), Peng and Pbatt can be gained in Step 2. As a result, ETE can be expressed as:

ETE =
∫ ∆t

0
ITEdt (29)

where ∆t is the time when the PHEV enters and leaves the given route segment, which can be written as:

∆t =
drds_i
vel_i

(30)

4. Capability Analysis of the Proposed Route Planning Method

In this section, some evaluations are performed. Firstly, the accuracy of the simulation model is
tested to figure out if it can be used to prepare the PHEV-specific traffic data. Secondly, the performance
of TEEM is analyzed to check the capability of TEEM in route planning. Thirdly, the effect of economical
route planning is estimated to justify the potential of the proposed method in travel expense savings
and fuel economy improvement. In this paper, the traffic data of conventional vehicles are contributed
by floating cars in Beijing, China, during the period of 2 February–8 February 2008.

4.1. Evaluation of the Simulation Model

To guarantee that the obtained traffic data are reasonable and have acceptable accuracy to
reflect the PHEVs’ real energy consumption, the simulation model needs to have high precision.
The evaluation of simulation model is divided into two parts. In the first part, the simulation model
is evaluated by comparing the vehicle velocity difference between the simulation result and the real
vehicle velocity sequence. The real vehicle velocity sequences are input into eight simulation models,
which correspond to eight PHEVs. The eight corresponding PHEVs are all parallel PHEVs, and their
basic information is listed in Table 3. The comparison results of the two types of velocity sequences is
listed in Table 4.
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Table 3. The basic information of the 8 PHEVs.

No. Vehicle Brand Vehicle Model

1 Hyundai Sonata
2 Audi A3 e-tron
3 Benz C350el
4 Kia Optimal
5 FAW Hongqi H7
6 VW Golf GTE
7 Volvo S60 L
8 FAW Benteng B50

Table 4. The comparison result of the two velocity sequences.

Vehicle Velocity Difference (m/s) The Percentage of the Total Number

≤1 93.5%
≤2 98.1%
≤3 99.3%
≤4 99.9%

The results in Table 4 are the average degree of eight PHEV models after running the simulation
on 20 chosen routes with different vehicle velocity sequences. It can be seen that the simulation model
accuracy is 98.1% when the velocity difference is less than 2 m/s, and the simulation model accuracy
is 99.9% when the velocity difference is less than 4 m/s. According to the comparison results, it can be
concluded that the basic capability of the simulation model is reasonable.

In the second part, the simulation model is investigated more deeply. We made the benchmark
test on the Hyundai Sonata PHEV, picked from the eight PHEVs, based on the dynamometer, acquiring
the component performance. Then, we compare the operation status of the components from the
simulation and benchmark test. Figures 7 and 8 reveal the engine and motor operating points in
several standard testing cycles, respectively. Figure 9 reveals the battery performance in the US06
standard testing cycle.

Figure 7. Engine operating points from the benchmark test (left) and the simulation (right).
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Figure 8. Motor operation points from the benchmark test (left) and the simulation (right).

Figure 9. Comparison of the battery SOC change in the simulation and the benchmark test.

According to Figures 7–9, the components’ performance from the simulation is quite close to that
from the benchmark test. To be specific, the engine operation points and motor operation points are all
slightly less concentrated in the simulation than those in the benchmark test, meaning the vehicle fuel
economy in the simulation may be mildly worse than the real vehicle. The mean squared error of the
engine operation points in the benchmark test is 29.74, while it is 35.63 in the simulation. Similarly, the
mean squared error of the motor operation points in the benchmark test is 45.61, while it is 47.14 in
the simulation. However, the gap in the engine and motor performance between the simulation and
benchmark test is quite narrow. Similarly, despite that there is a difference in the battery SOC between
the simulation and the benchmark test, the difference is quite small, and the total variation trend is
quite similar. The comparison between the results from the simulation and the benchmark test justifies
that the simulation model built can provide reasonable data with acceptable accuracy.

4.2. Evaluation of TEEM

Just like the evaluation in Section 4.1, the performance of TEEM is investigated by comparing the
travel expense estimated by TEEM to the real expense offered by the simulation model and acquired in
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the real test. The error between the estimated travel expense and the real travel expense is calculated
by the following equation:

Error =
TEe − TEr

TEr
× 100% (31)

where TEe is the estimated travel expense of a certain route provided by TEEM and TEr is the real
travel expense.

Figures 10 and 11 provide the evaluation results between the estimated travel expense by TEEM
and the real expense by the simulation model. Figure 10 reveals the TEEM accuracy when a PEHV
(No. 1 in Table 3) drives on routes with different lengths and various initial battery SOCs. Figure 11
illustrates the TEEM performance to estimate different PHEVs’ travel expense with various initial
battery SOCs when the route length is 10 km. In Figure 11, most errors of TEEM in the travel expense
estimation are below 10%, which is an acceptable value [73]. The error of TEEM is determined by
multiple aspects, i.e., unbalanced distribution of floating car data, the error of the simulation model
and TEEM training error. In this paper, it is accepted if the error is less than 10%. Generally, the TEEM
accuracy would improve with the route length increasing for a larger quantity of floating car data.
Different initial battery SOCs actually reflect the various operation modes of the PHEV. In particular,
when the initial SOC is 0.8, the PHEV would operate in the CD stage, and the accuracy is better than
others. The motor would drive the vehicle for most of the time. The motor, as a component with
small inertia, can respond to the tractive requirement quickly in the simulation model, ensuring less
error. When the initial SOC is 0.3, the vehicle would be in the CS stage, and the engine would be
the primary power source. The engine, as a component with large inertia, cannot respond to the
tractive requirement quickly, increasing the TEEM training and prediction error. Figure 12 presents the
comparison results between the estimated travel expense by TEEM and the expense from the real test.
In the real test, we employ our benchmark vehicle (No. 1 in Table 3). The vehicle is driven by the same
driver along the routes, leading to results in Figure 10, obtaining the error between estimated TEEM
and the real travel expense. Accordingly, the errors between TEEM and the real travel expense are
also less than 10% and quite close to those in Figure 10. The results in Figure 12 justify the accuracy of
TEEM and the simulation model.

5 10 15 20 25 30
0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Route Length/km 

Er
ro

r/%

 

 

Initial battery SOC is 0.8
Initial battery SOC is 0.5
Initial battery SOC is 0.3

Figure 10. TEEM performance with various route lengths and initial battery SOCs.
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Figure 11. TEEM performance with different initial battery SOCs when the route length is 10 km.
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Figure 12. TEEM performance compared with the real routes test.

4.3. Evaluation of Route Planning

After performing the evaluation of the simulation model and TEEM, this section mainly deals
with the potential in travel expense savings and fuel economy improvement of the proposed route
planning method. In this evaluation, three travel routes were chosen by the proposed method in
Section 3 under different initial battery SOCs after a given start point and destination. In the three
travel routes, one is the recommended route with the minimum travel expense, and the other is the
shortest or the fastest route. The third route is called the optional route, which is chosen to contrast.
The optional route is picked according to the floating car distribution. In the chosen optional route, the
quantity of floating cars is quite large, which leads to the assumption that people tend to travel along
this route. In the evaluation, the fuel price is that for the traffic data date.

When the initial battery SOC is 0.3, the route map is as shown in Figure 13. The energy
consumption and travel expense of the PHEV are listed in Table 5.
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Figure 13. Illustration of the chosen routes when the initial battery SOC is 0.3.

Table 5. The energy consumption and travel expense when the initial battery SOC is 0.3.

Items
Routes Recommended (Fastest)

Route (4.8 km)
Shortest

Route (4.5 km)
Optional

Route (5.4 km)

Fuel Consumption/L 0.18 0.22 0.26
Electricity Consumption/kWh 0.15 0.08 0.12

Travel Expense/Yuan 1.43 1.57 1.91

In Table 5, the PEHV would consume less fuel and possess the minimum travel expense when it
travels along the recommended (fastest) route.

When the initial battery SOC is 0.8, three routes are also picked, and the routes’ map is shown
in Figure 14. As is listed in Table 6, the fuel consumption is zero when the initial battery SOC is 0.8;
this is because the PHEV in the CD stage would be driven by the battery according to the energy
management strategy. More importantly, the recommended route is the shortest route, which is
different from that when the initial battery SOC is 0.3.

Through the investigation, it can be justified that the proposed route planning method can offer
the travel path with the minimum travel expense and ideal fuel economy. Moreover, the difference in
the recommended routes when the initial battery SOC is varied also demonstrates that the PHEV’s
forms of energy utilization make the route planning much more complicated.
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Figure 14. Illustration of the chosen routes when the initial battery SOC is 0.8.

Table 6. The energy consumption and travel expense when the initial battery SOC is 0.8.

Items
Routes Fastest Route

(4.8 km)
Recommended (Shortest)

Route (4.5 km)
Optional

Route (5.4 km)

Fuel Consumption/L 0 0 0
Electricity Consumption/kWh 0.41 0.39 0.48

Travel Expense/Yuan 0.74 0.69 0.86

5. Conclusions

In this paper, we come up with a method to plan an economical route for PHEVs. The evaluation
results justify that the method has the capability to improve the fuel economy to some degree. Two main
works have been performed. Firstly, we innovatively solved the shortage of PHEV customized traffic
data. Traffic data from conventional vehicles and the PHEV simulation model are incorporated,
obtaining PHEV-specific traffic data for route weight calculation. Secondly, TEEM is developed based
on microscopic traffic flow theory with the consideration of the effect of the environment on the
energy consumption.

In future research, we want to carefully investigate the environmental factors that can influence
the PHEV energy consumption and to build a more accurate and general TEEM. In addition, we will
try to take the driving behavior factors into account when designing TEEM.
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Nomenclature

f rolling resistance factor m vehicle mass
G gravity acceleration α road gradient
CD air drag coefficient A vehicle frontal area
v vehicle speed Twheel required tractive torque
rwheel wheel radius a acceleration
Θv moment of inertia Tf uel_path torque generated from fuel
Tele_path torque produced from electricity Teng engine torque
ωeng engine angular velocity wwheel wheel angular velocity
Rgb gear ratio R f g final drive ratio
n gear number ηt f transmission efficiency of fuel
Tmot motor torque ωmot motor angular velocity
ηte transmission efficiency of electricity Pbatt battery power
Vbatt battery open circuit voltage Rbatt battery internal resistance
Qmax battery maximum capacity ṁ f fuel mass flow rate
ed f energy density of fuel t discrete time
∆t time interval Je energy consumed by vehicle
s equivalent factor Qlhv fuel lower heating value
Peng required engine power ηeng engine efficiency

Preq
required instantaneous longitudinal
tractive energy

u power split ratio

u∗ optimal power split ratio ς correction coefficient of rotating mass
λ sensitivity coefficient ∆ lag time
x vehicle position v f unimpeded velocity
ρjam jam density ρ density of traffic flow

q flow of a certain route segment v̄el_i
average speed of vehicle on a certain
route segment

vi instantaneous speed n number of floating cars

h̄ average headway āel_i
average acceleration of the vehicle on
a certain route segment

∆ts travel time on two adjacent route segments drdsi
length of the route segment

Edge.ts number of traffic lights Edge.n number of neighboring route segments
Edge.pub number of public buildings Edge.ent number of traffic lights
U f price unit of fuel Ue price unit of electricity
ρ f fuel density
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